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Caterpillar

By Christina Rossetti

Brown and furry
Caterpillar in a hurry,
Take your walk
To the shady leaf, or stalk,
Or what not,
Which may be the chosen spot.
No toad spy you,
Hovering bird of prey pass by you;
Spin and die,
To live again a butterfly.
Pre-Reading:
This short poem is about a caterpillar, an insect that will become a butterfly. The caterpillar must choose the place to “spin” its cocoon – the covering under which the caterpillar will transform into a butterfly. Then the caterpillar must “die” to “live again a butterfly.” Caterpillars do not really die when they become butterflies. However, the caterpillar part of its life will end. The change is like a “death” because life will be different for the caterpillar when it becomes a butterfly.

Vocabulary:

caterpillar – a round bug that will turn into a butterfly
stalk – a plant part

hovering – flying near the ground
to prey – to hunt
bird of prey – a bird that hunts and eats insects or small animals


Post-Reading Questions:
What change does this poem describe?
Why do you think the caterpillar is in a “hurry?”
Why does Rossetti tell us the caterpillar must “die” to become a butterfly?
Which life would you want – a caterpillar's life or a butterfly's life?
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